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T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s o f t h e P h i h p p i n e s (thje 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r b r e v i t y ) i s m a n d a t e d b y t h e h i g h e s t l a w o f t h e l a n d tQ, 
a m o n g o t l i e r s , i n v e s t i g a t e a l l f o r m s o f h u m a n r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s o f 
i n h a b i t a n t ^ p f t h e c o u n t r y a n d F i l i p i n o s a b r o a d , as w e l l as t o m o n i t o r t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e g o v e r n m e n t ' s c o m p l i a n c e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y o b l i g a t i o n s o n 
h u m a n r i g h t s . ^ 

A s a n i n d e p e n d e n t n a t i o n a l h u m a n r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e 
C o m m i s $ i 6 4 n o t e s c u r r e n t e f f o r t s u n d e r t a k e n b y g o v e r n m e n t s b u t calls o n 
i t s g o v e r n m e n t t o f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n e f f o r t s t o r e s o l v e t h e c o n f l i c t i n S a b a h 
a n d i m m e d i a t e l y a d d r e s s t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f F i l i p i n o s i n S a b a h , as w e l l as o f 
t h e t h o s e w h o w e r e d i s p l a c e d a n d f o r c e d t o r e t u r n t o M i n d a n a o , as 
p r o v i d e d b y j i u m a n r i g h t s a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n l a w s . H u n d r e d s o f w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n a s g l e a n e d f r o m v i d e o f o o t a g e s o f i n t e r v i e w s a n d s i t u a t i o n s s h o w n 
a n d p u b l i s h e d b y t h e m e d i a p a i n t a t h o u s a n d p i c t u r e s o f t h e i r a n g u i s h a n d 
s u f f e r i n g s c l e a r l y d e p i c t i n g t h e s e r i o u s i m p a c t o n t h e i r a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s ' 
h u m a n r i g h t s t o l i f e a n d d i g n i t y as a p e r s o n - as a p e o p l e . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n a l s o calls o n i t s c o u n t e r p a r t n a t i o n a l i m m a n r i g h t s 
i n s t i t u t i o n i n M a l a y s i a - t h e S U H A K A M , t o c o n t i n u e t o e x e r c i s e i t s r o l e as a 
h u m a n r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h i n i t s b o u n d a r i e s a n d e n s u r e a t a l l t i m e s t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n o f h u m a n r i g h t s o f a l l i n d i v i d u a l s - M a l a y s i a n s , f o r e i g n 
n a t i o n a l s a n d F i l i p i n o s a l i k e , w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

A s m e m b e r s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w e c a l l o n b o t h a u t h o r i t i e s t o 
r e s p e c t a n d u p h o l d h u m a n r i g h t s a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n l a w . 
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Nat ional a n d Internat ional 
Impacts of the Sabah Cr is is 

T h e S a b a h .crisis h a s e s c a l a t e d j i n t o s e r i o u s h u m a n rights a n d 
h u m a n i t a r i a n i s s u e s . T h e c o n t i n u e d Recount o f a l l e g e d h u m a n rights 
v i o l a t i o n s a g a i n s t Filipinos i n S a b a h s v e r y a larming d e m a n d i n g t h e 
i m m e d i a t e c ruc ia l action a n d i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e Philippine g o v e r n m e n t . 
M o r e s o , t h a t t h e r e a r e a t o t a l o f 8 0 0 , 0 0 D d o c u m e n t e d a n d u n d o c u m e n t e d 
F i l i p i n o s i n S a b a h , ^ T h e u n d o c u m e n t e d F i l i p i n o s a r e t h e m o s t v u l n e r a b l e 
t o a r r e s t s a n d e x p u l s i o n f r o m S a b a h b e c a u s e o f t h e a l l e g e d i r r e g u l a r s t a t u s . 
T h e w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n r e m a i n defenjseless as t h e y a r e n o w I n t e r n a l l y 
D i s p l a c e d P e r s o n s / 

Socio-Pol i t ical Background 

T h e ^j^lpah s t a n d o f f a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g h u m a n r i g h t s a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n 
c r i s i s i t h a s c r e a t e d c a n n o t b e d i s c u s s e d w i t h o u t t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e 
l o n g h i s t o i ^ o f s o c i o - c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e S u l u A r c h i p e l a g o a n d 
S a b a h a n d o f t h e S u l u S u l t a n a t e ' s a n d f h e P h i l i p p i n e s ' c l a i m o v e r S a b a h . A s 
e a r l y as lyU^; t h e S u l t a n o f S u l u b e c a m e t h e s o v e r e i g n r u l e r o f m o s t o f 
N o r t h B o r i i e o ( i n c l u d i n g S a b a h ) b y v i r t u e o f a c e s s i o n f r o m t h e S u l t a n o f 
B r u n e i w h o m h e h e l p e d i n s u p p r e s s i n g r e b e l l i o n . 3 I n 1 8 7 8 , t h e S u l t a n a t e o f 
S u l u a g r e e d ' t o l e a s e t h e p r o p e r t y t o a B r i t i s h C o m p a n y . 4 I n 1 9 6 1 , N o r t h 
B o r n e o w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e c o n c e p t o f M a l a y s i a , p r o m p t i n g t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , 
t h r o u g h t h e n P r e s i d e n t D i o s d a d o M a c a p a g a l t o i n t i a t e t h e f o r m a l c l a i m o f 
t h e P h i l i p p i n e s o v e r N o r t h B o r n e o . T h e c l a i m h a s s i n c e t h e n b e e n p e n d i n g , 
w i t h t h e M a l a y s i a n s t a t e p a y i n g t h e h e i r s o f t h e S u l t a n a t e o f S u l u a n n u a l 
r e n t s f o r S a b a h , w h i c h t h e y r e f e r t o as 'cessions.' O n t h e e c o n o m i c a n d 
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l aspect, t h e m o v e m e n t o f p e o p l e b e t w e e n t h e S u l u 
a r c h i p e l a g o a n d S a b a h , M a l a y s i a , i s c o n s i d e r e d t r a d i t i o n a l a n d c u s t o m a r y . ̂  
A s e a r l y as 1 9 0 2 , L e o n a r d W o o d r e p o r t e d t h a t e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t i e s i n v o l v i n g 
v a r i o u s i t e m s h a d e x i s t e d b e t w e e n t h e p e o p l e o f S i t a n g k a i a n d B o r n e o 
( S a b a h ) 7 . E c o n o m i c , a n d p o s s i b l y , s o c i a l t i e s b e t w e e n t h e s o u t h e r n 
P h i l i p p i n e s a n d S a b a h , M a l a y s i a , h a v e r o o t s w h i c h e x t e n d f a r b e y o n d t h e 
b i r t h o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s ^ . T h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t s o f t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e T a u s u g h a d close t i e s w i t h S a b a h as l o y a l 
s u b j e c t s o f t h e o r i g i n a l S u l t a n a t e o f S u l u a n d t h e y h a d b e e n e c o n o m i c 
. b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f t h e p o l i t i c a l d o m i n a n c e o f t h e S u l u S u l t a n a t e l o n g b e f o r e 

^ Aquino Banks on Najib Promise to Protect 800,000 Filipinos. 12 March 2013 at 
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/68437/aquino-banks-on-najib-promise-to-protect-800000-filipinos-in sabah 
^ Quezon, Manuel III. North Borneo (Sabah): An Annotated Timeline 1640s-Present 
" David, Randy. The Sabah Standoff. 21 February 2013. The Philippme Daily Inquirer. 
' As payment in exchange for the ceding of property rights. Id. 
^ Hassan, Abduljim J. (1978). Characteristics of Backdoor Migrants to Sabah, Malaysia from the Philipppines: The 
Case of Two Island Communities of Tawi-Tawi. Southeast Asia Population Research Awards Program (SEAPRAP), 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Republic of Singapore. 
'Id. • 
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t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e P h i h p p i n e s , a n d o f M a l a y s i a as n a t i o n - s t a t e s 9 . T h i s l o n g -
s t a n d i i ; i ^ . r e l a t i o i ^ , o f t h e S o u t h w i t h t h o s e i n S a b a h c o n t i n u e t o t h e p r e s e n t , 
a n d d e s p i t e t h e c r e a t i o n o f n a t i o n s t a t e s , a n d t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f m i g r a t i o n 
p o l i c e s from b o t h t h e P h i h p p i n e s a n d l ^ a l a y s i a , t h e b o r d e r s i n t h e s o u t h 
h a v e r e | | i a i n e d p o r o u s w i t h u n d o c u m e n l j e d F i l i p i n o s c r o s s i n g t h e S u l u S e a 
t o S a b a h i p n a r e g u l a r b a s i s . 

^ I 

Porou4 borders , i r regular status 

I n t h e e a r l y ' y o s F i l i p i n o s came; t o S a b a h as p o l i t i c a l r e f u g e e s 
f o l l o w i n g t h e c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e A r m e d F o r c e s o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s ( A F P ) 
a n d t h e M o r o N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t ( M N L F ) . T h e y a r e c o n s i d e r e d t h e 
first w a v e o f m i g r a n t s t o Sabah . ^ o T h e U N C H R e s t i m a t e s t h a t t h e r e a r e 
a b o u t 4 5 , 0 9 0 F i l i p i n o M u s U m s w h o fled t h e c o n f l i c t a n d e t h n i c s t r i f e i n 
M i n d a n a o , a n d w h o h a v e b e e n i n t e g r a t e d i n t h e e a s t e r n M a l a y s i a n s t a t e o f 
Sabah . M 

T h e s e c o n d w a v e o f m i g r a n t s , a r r i v i n g f r o m 1 9 8 0 o n w a r d s a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d " e c o n o m i c i m m i g r a n t s " i n s e a r c h o f b e t t e r e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l 
o p p o r t u p i t i e s . ^ 2 E x c e p t f o r t h e l o n g t e r m r e s i d e n t s a n d r e f u g e e s , m o s t p o s t -
1 9 7 0 s n i i g r a n t s e n t e r e d S a b a h w i t h o u t d o c u m e n t s b r i n g i n g t h e e s t i m a t e d 
n u m b e r o f u n d o c u m e n t e d / i r r e g u l a r m i g r a n t F i l i p i n o s i n S a b a h a r o u n d 
3 0 0 , 0 0 0 i ^ 1997 .^3 T h e s e m i g r a n t s i n c l u d e n o t j u s t i n d i v i d u a l s b u t a l s o 
f a m i l i e s . L i k e w i s e i n c l u d e d i n t h e m i g r a n t p o p u l a t i o n flows a r e t r a d i t i o n a l 
o r c u s t o m a r y m i g r a n t s , i.e., t r a d e r s a n d v i s i t o r s w h o c o m e a n d g o b e t w e e n 
S a b a h a n d Mindanaoi4. 

Crackdowns , arrests a n d 
deportat ions 

S o m e t i m e i n 19 9 7 , M a l a y s i a , a l a r m e d b y t h e i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r o f 
u n d o c u m e n t e d a n d i r r e g u l a r m i g r a n t s , s t a r t e d t h e c r a c k d o w n s , a r r e s t s a n d 
d e p o r t a t i o n s o f u n d o c u m e n t e d a n d i r r e g u l a r m i g r a n t s . T h i s r e a c h e d i t s 
p e a k i n 2 0 0 2 a f t e r t h e passage o f M a l a y s i a ' s I m m i g r a t i o n A m e n d m e n t A c t 
o f 2 0 0 2 ( a l s o c i t e d as A c t 1154). T h e c r a c k d o w n s , a r r e s t s a n d d e p o r t a t i o n s 
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e p o r t a t i o n o f 8 0 , 0 0 0 F i l i p i n o s . ^ s 
D e p o r t a t i o n s h a v e l e d t o f a m i l i e s b e i n g s e p a r a t e d firom e a c h o t h e r ; i n s o m e 
cases, e v e n t h o s e w i t h v a l i d d o c u m e n t s i n S a b a h d e c i d e d t o r e t u r n t o 

^ Jalillulla, Amillhusin Sabdani (2005). The Halaw experience: Economic Challenges and Survival of Selected 
Filipino deprotees from Malaysia. UP Diliman. Islamic Studies. 
'"Id ^ 

Fabian, Ma. l.jji^a.(2004) Case Study of Zamboanga City (Forced Migration Area). Discussion Paper Series No. 
2004-50. Phiii^p|tte Institute for Development Studies. 

Jalillulla, AM^tisin Sabdani,(2005) The Halaw experience: Economic Challenges and Survival of Selected 
Filipino deprofl^^jj-pm Malaysia. 
" Battistejla aoj^Msis (2003). Unauthorized Migration in Southeast Asia. 2003. Scalabrini Migration Center. 

Battistella aiiwl^sis (2003). Unauthorized Migration in Southeast Asia.. Scalabrini Migration Center. 
'^Konmas Per^lfi^uan (2008), Traversing Spaces of Power. The Role of Naitonal Human Rights Institution in the 
Protection of ^M^n Rights of Migrants in an Irregular Situation and Migrant Domestic Workers. Jakarta. Komnas 
Perempuan. /-J, ' /n 



M i n d a n a o t o b e w i t h f a m i l y m e m b e r s . T h e r e w e r e a l s o c o m p l a i n t s o f 
i n h u m a n e t r e a t m e n t b y t h e M a l a y s i a n g u a r d s o f t h e d e t a i n e d a n d d e p o r t e d 
F i l i p i n o s , f u e l l i n g o u t r a g e i n M a n i l a a n d r e v i v e d calls f o r t h e P h i l i p p i n e s ' 
c l a i m t o S a b a h . T e r a g a n i t a , a k e y m i g r a n t l a b o r N G O i n M a l a y s i a , h a s 
i d e n t i f i e d fiv^ c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e r e v i s e d i m m i g r a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n : m a s s 
d e p o r t a t i o n ; f a i l u r e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e s p e c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f r e f u g e s ; t h e 
c r e a t i o n o f l a r g e n u m b e r o f stateless c h i l d r e n ; h a r s h a n d i n h u m a n e 
p u n i s h m e n t a n d l e n g t h y p e r i o d s o f del : e n t i o n . i 7 S u b s e q u e n t c r a c k d o w n s 
a n d d e p o r t a t i o n s o f u n d o c u m e n t e d a i d i r r e g u l a r m i g r a n t s f r o m t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s w e r e u n d e r t a k e n i n 2 0 0 5 anc^ 2 0 0 8 . 

A t p r e s e n t , i t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t \n a v e r a g e o f 3 , 0 0 0 t o 6 , 0 0 0 
d e p o r t e e s a r r i v e f r o m S a b a h a n n u a l l y . F^or t h e y e a r 2 0 1 2 , t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
o f S o c i a l W o r k a n d D e v e l o p m e n t ( D S W D ) i n Z a m b o a n g a h a s r e c o r d e d a 
t o t a l o f 7 , 5 3 2 deportees . 1 8 J u s t t h i s 2^^ o f M a r c h 2 0 1 3 , p r i o r t o t h e M a r c h 
6 c l a s h b e t w e e n t h e S u l t a n a t e s ' m e n a n d M a l a y s i a n f o r c e s , s o m e 2 8 9 
F i l i p i n o s w e r e d e p o r t e d f r o m Sabah . 1 9 

Post S a b a h Stand-Off 

G i v e n t h e c u r r e n t S a b a h c r i s i s , a n d t h e c o n s i s t e n t r e c o r d o f 
d e p o r t a t i o n s o f u n d o c u m e n t e d m i g r a n t s b y t h e M a l a y s i a n g o v e r n m e n t , t h i s 
h a s r e s u l t e d t o i n t e r n a l d i s p l a c e m e n t o f t h o u s a n d s o f F i l i p i n o s . I n o r d e r t o 
t a k e s t o c k o f t h e S a b a h c r i s i s , t h e C o m m i s s i o n sees t h e i m p e r a t i v e n e e d t o 
l o o k i n t o t h e s a f e t y a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 F i h p i n o s , b o t h 
d o c u m e n t e d a n d u n d o c u m e n t e d w h o a r e l i k e w i s e d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d b y t h e 
c r i s e s . 

H u m a n Rights Protect ion a n d 
Prov is ion of H u m a n i t a r i a n A i d 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n j o i n s t h e C i v i l S o c i e t y O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n S o u t h e a s t 
A s i a a n d S U H A K A M ( t h e N a t i o n a l H u m a n E i g h t s I n s t i t u t i o n i n M a l a y s i a ) 
i n c a l l i n g f o r a p e a c e f u l r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e S a b a h i s s u e . T h e C o m m i s s i o n 
u r g e s t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f M a l a y s i a 
t o c o m m i t t h e m s e l v e s i n g o o d f a i t h t o n e g o t i a t i o n a n d d i a l o g u e , t o r e f r a i n 
f r o m t h e exces s i v e u s e o f f o r c e a n d t o a d h e r e t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f 
d i s t i n c t i o n , p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y , n e c e s s i t y , t h e p r o h i b i t i o n o n i n f l i c t i n g 
u n n e c e s s a r y s u f f e r i n g , 2 o a n d o t h e r g u a r a n t e e s a n d p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l H u m a n i t a r i a n L a w i n s i t u a t i o n s o f b o t h i n t e r n a l a n d 

Battistella and Asis (2003). Unauthorized Migration in Southeast Asia.. Scalabrini Migration Center. 
Ford, Michele. (2008). Advocacy Responses to Irregular Labor Migration in ASEAN. The Cases o f Malaysia and 

Thailand. 2003,Manila,,^outh East Asian Committee for Advocacy. 
" Alipala, Julie. "298 Fi|ipinos Deported from Sabah a r r i v e in Zamboanga" 
http://glo^abation.inquirer.net/66497/289-filipinos-deported-from-sabah-arrive-in-zamboanga 
" Alipala, Julie. "298 Filipinos Deported from Sabah arrive in Zamboanga" 
http://globahiation.inquirer.net/66497/289-filipinos-deported-from-sabah-arrive-in-zamboanga 

°̂ Bouvier, Antoine A, Anne Quintin, Marco S a s s o h . How Does the Law Protect in War. ICRC 41/^^ 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t s , i n c l u d i n g access t o a n d p r o v i s i o n o f h u m a n i t a r i a n 
a i d f o r a f f e c t e d p o p u l a c e . 

I n i n s t a n c e s w h e t e m i g r a n t s t a t u s 6 f F i l i p i n o s a p p l y , t h e C o m m i s s i o n 
as a n N H R I a n d p a r t y t o t h e S t a . C r u z D e c l a r a t i o n o f 2 0 0 6 , a d v o c a t e s f o r a 
h u n i a t i r i g h t s a p p r o a p h t o m i g r a t i o n a n d m i g r a t i o n m a n a g e m e n t . E a c h 
s t a t e I s r i e s p o n s i b l e t o g u a r a n t e e r e s p e c t f o r t h e h u m a n r i g h t s a n d 
f u n d a m e n t a l f r e e d o m s o f a l l p e r s o n s r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r m i g r a t i o n status . 2 1 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n sees t h a t t h e r e i s a n e e d t o e n s u r e t h a t e f f i c i e n t d o m e s t i c 
l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n o f a l l m i g r a n t s , i n c l u d i n g access t o j u s t i c e , n o n ­
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d e q u a l t r e a t m e n t ' s o t F i l i p i n o s s u b s e q u e n t i y a r r e s t e d 
a n d d e t a i n e d b e c a u s e o f t h i s c r i s i s f o r f a i l i n g t o p r o d u c e t h e n e c e s s a r y 
d o c u m e n t s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h M a l a y s i a n M i g r a t i o n L a w s . I n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e J a k a r t a P r o c e s s o f 2 0 0 6 , 2 3 t h e C J j m m i s s i o n l i k e w i s e a s s e r t s i t s r o l e 
i n t h e p r o m o t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s o f m i g r a n t w o r k e r s i n 
i r r e g u l a r s i t u a t i o n a n d m i g r a n t w o r k e r s , b e i n g t h e m o s t v u l n e r a b l e g r o u p s 
o f j n i g r a n t s n e e d i n g p r o t e c t i o n . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n r e c o g n i z e s t h a t i n times o f cr i s i s , w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n e n c o u n t e r g e n d e r a n d age r e l a t e d h e i g h t e n e d r i s k s a n d 
v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s . T h e P h i l i p p i n e s a n d M a l a y s i a , b e i n g S t a t e P a r t i e s t o 
C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e E l i m i n a t i o n o n A l l F o r m s o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 
W o m e n ( C E D A W ) a n d C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e R i g h t s o f t h e C h i l d ( C R C ) , h a v e 
t h ^ o b l i g a t i o n t o e n s u r e t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n d i s p l a c e d 
d u e t o t h e c o n f l i c t . 

I n s u m , t h e C o m m i s s i o n calls o n t h e P h i l i p p i n e a n d M a l a y s i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t s f o r u n c o n d i t i o n a l g u a r a n t e e t o t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e h u m a n 
r i g h t s o f a l l p e o p l e s i n S a b a h , r e g a r d l e s s o f s t a t u s , i n p a r t i c u l a r : 

. > 

1. F o r t h e M a l a y s i a n G o v e r n m e n t t o i m m e d i a t e l y a l l o w 
h u m a n i t a r i a n access t o a f f e c t e d a r e a s i n o r d e r t o i m m e d i a t e l y 
a d d r e s s t h e n e e d s o f c i v i l i a n s d i s p l a c e d a n d / o r i n j u r e d d u r i n g t h e 
c o n f l i c t ; 

2 . F o r t h e P h i l i p p i n e a n d M a l a y s i a n G o v e r n m e n t s t o a c c u r a t e l y a n d 
f a i t h f u l l y d o c u m e n t t h e n u m b e r o f F i l i p i n o s a r r e s t e d a n d d e t a i n e d 

• ' i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e S a b a h c r i s i s , c l e a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h o s e b e i n g 
I d i r e c t i y i n v o l v e d i n t h e S a b a h c o n f l i c t from t h o s e a r r e s t e d a n d 

m d e t a i n e d f o r f a i l i n g t o p r o d u c e p r o p e r d o c u m e n t s ; 

^'komnas Perempuan (2008), Traversing Spaces of Power. The Role of Naitonal Human Rights Institution in the 
Protection of Human Rights of Migrants in an Irregular Situation and Migrant Domestic Workers. Jakarta. Komnas 
Perempuan. 

"Oitie Jakarta Process meeting emphasized that under the universality of human rights principles, NHRIs have the 
potential to develop their role m promoting and strengthening the human rights approach on migration and on the 
management of migration. ' 
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3- F o r t h e M a l a y s i a n G o v e r n m e n t t o u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y o b s e r v e a n d 
r e s p e c t t h e r i g h t o f t h o s e F i l i p i n o s a r r e s t e d a n d d e t a i n e d t o d u e 
p r o c e s s a n d h u m a n e t r e a t m e n t ; 

4 . F o r f h e P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e i j i t t o i m m e d i a t e l y l o o k i n t o t h e 
c o n d i t i o n o f a n d p r o v i d e a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e a r r e s t e d a n d d e t a i n e d 
F i l i p i n o s ; 

5 . F o r t h e P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n ; t o a d d r e s s t h e u r g e n t n e e d s o f 
d i s p l a c e d F i l i p i n o s f r o m S a b a h e n s u r i n g t h e s u s t a i n a b l e p r o v i s i o n 
o f b a s i c n e c e s s i t i e s t o i n c l u d e t h e p r o v i s i o n o f f o o d , w a t e r , 
m e d i c i n e , a n d s h e l t e r , t o l o n g t e r m i n t e r v e n t i o n s g e a r e d t o w a r d s 
r e i n t e g r a t i o n t o s o c i e t y ; 

6 . F i n a l l y , t h e C o m m i s s i o n calls o n A S E A N t h r o u g h t h e A S E A N 
I n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t a l C o m m i s s i o n o f H u m a n R i g h t s ( A I C H R ) a n d 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a b o u r O r g a n i z a t i o n ( I L O ) t o m o n i t o r a n d t a k e 
a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n t o e n s u r e t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f h u m a n r i g h t s d u r i n g 
t h e S a b a h c r i s i s a n d t h e r e a f t e r , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
m a n d a t e s w i t h i n t h e r e g i o n . 

I s s u e d t h i s 1 5 * d a y o f M a r c h 2 0 1 3 , Q u e z o n C i t y , P h i l i p p i n e s . 

L O R E T T A A N N P . R O S A L E S 
Chairperson 

(On Leave) 
C E C I L I A R A C H E L V . Q U I S U M B I N G 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

(On Official Travel Abroad) 
N O R B E R T O D E L A C R U Z 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

M A V I C T O R I A V . C A R D O N A 
C o m m i s s i o r 

J O S E M A N U E L S. M A M A U A G 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 


