Dedicated PROTECTION and PROMOTION of HUMAN RIGHTS

Republika ng Pilipinas
Komisyon ng Karapatang Pantao
(Commission on Humapn Rights)

POSITION PAPER

on
House Bill No. 868

An Act Establishing Resource Devesopmmt And Crisis
Assistance Centers For Women And Children In Every Region
Of The Philippines, Appropriating Funds Therefor, And For
Other Purposes
(Introduced by Honorable Heherson 1. Alvarez}

Records of the Commission on Human Rights reveal that violence agains
women and children Is escalating. Of the 17,786 victims of human rights \_fiz.ﬁzmmnb
1,784 are women/children. To ease the burden brought about by the viniation, the
Commission extended medical assistance to the victims while the heis of
deceased victims were granted financial assistance.  Dug to lack of funding
continuing rehabilitation program could be extended to the Vn,i!f“ﬂ‘a.
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Newspaper accounts, likewise, show that reports of rape, incest and other
forms of abuse mounted, with trials leading to conviction. As of the first quarter of
1998, 308 of those condemned to die are rapists, 145 of whom abusead their own
daughters or children under 12 years.

The Women Crisis Center, an NGO assisting abused and battered women,
reporte s that it receives 100 calls per week from battered women in the
Met politan Manila.

While government agencies are taking steps to curb viclence agamst
women and children, no serious effort is given to the rehabiiitation of the victims.

In view of this pervasive situation, the Commission is of the cuoinion that
there is an urgent need to create a Women's and Children’s Rasource
Development and Crisis Assistance Centers in every region primarily tasked to
promote and protect the rights of women and chiidren by pr
psychological counselling, livelihood and skills develepment, legal seprvicas, am
others.

it is suggested, however, that Sec. 6 of H B 968 be amended to include
the following beneficiaries: :

1. Children of Families with HIV n cases like this, the child may be
neglected or may not get proper I ]and altent.m;. Measures must pe
undertaken to ensure the child of his i
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2. Children of Refugees - Children born of refugee parents or the unien

between a refugee and a local national are caught i e situation of i
stateless children. Hence, protection should be accorded to them.
Subject to the above recommendations, the passage of the bl is roredsy
endorsed. :

Done this 8th day of June 1999, Quezon City.
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