Republika ng Pilipinas
Komisyon ng Karapatang Pantao
(Commisston on Human Rights)

POSITION PAPER ON THE PNRC’S CALL FOR A DECLARATION
OF HUMANITARIAN CEASEFIRE

Philippine National Red Cross Chairman Richard Gordon has urged
the Government Republic of the Philippines and the National Democratic
Front to declare their official decision on the call for an immediate six-month
humanitarian ceasefire in the seven most typhoon-ravaged municipalities of
Quezon and Aurora.

Noting that the natural calamity had caused the displacement of
thousands of inhabitants of the municipalities of Quezon and Aurora, the
Commission believes that there is an urgent need to declare a ceasefire.

It is in this light that the Commission on Human Rights of the
Philippines supports the Philippine National Red Cross’ call for an
immediate declaration of a six-month humanitarian ceasefire.

A declaration of ceasefire will certainly improve the atmosphere of
the already fragile peace negotiations and would reflect the parties’ genuine
commitment for respect for human rights.

The Commission, likewise, urges the GRP and the NDF to include a
provision on “Humanitarian Ceasefire” in the event of large scale destruction
brought about by natural calamities in the Comprehensive Agreement on
Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL).

This is necessary in order to strengthen the provisions of Art. 4 secs.
3 & 7 Part IV of the CARHRHIL. Secs. 3 & 4 read:

(3) Neutral Persons or entites and medical
personnel, including persons of humanitarian and/or
medical organizations like the ICRC shall be respected
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(7) The ICRC and other humanitarian and/or
medical entities shall be granted facilitation and
assistance to enable them to care for the sick and

wounded and to undertake their humanitarian missions
and activities.”

It is also recommended that the UN Guiding Principles of ID be
incorporated in the CARHRHIL.

Displaced persons, whether as a result of armed confrontation or

natural calamities are Human Rights Victims.

Their problem revolves around the attainment of adequate level of
socio-economic stability and provision of basic needs and services.
Addressing these problems would enable them to cope with the difficulties
attendant to their displacement.

In this regard, the Commission urges the GRP and the NDF to show
their respect for the primacy of HR by declaring a humanitarian ceasefire in
the typhoon-ravaged municipalities of Quezon and Aurora.

Quezon City, February 9, 2005.
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